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The maps in this document are derived from the  Florida Forever Conservation 

Needs Assessment, an analysis of the geographic distribution of certain  natural 

resources and resource -based land uses that have been identified in the Florida 

Forever Act  (F.S. 259.105) as needing increased conservation attention.  Data for 

the Needs Assessment are maint ained and updated by Florida Natural Areas 

Inventory under contract to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

and in collaboration with many partners.   The data represent a statewide view of 

resource distributions and are intended to inform sta te conservation priorities and 

measure progress of the Florida Forever program in protecting these resources.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Florida Forever Conservation Needs Assessment Overview Maps 
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Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas (modified for Florida Forever Needs Assessment) 

 

   

 Primary Source: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

Description:  The 2009 SHCAs identify areas of habitat on private lands that are essential to sustain a minimum viable population 

for focal species of terrestrial vertebrates that are not adequately protected on existing conservation lands.  To more adequately 

represent habitat within existing conservation lands, FNAI worked with FWC to augment the original SHCA dataset to include 

potential habitat within conservation lands for all 62 focal species. The modified SHCAs include habitat data for 62 terrestrial 

vertebrate species and are prioritized into five priority classes based on rarity (FNAI State and Global ranks).   For more 

information on the modified SHCAs, see the Cons. Needs Assessment Tech. Report:  http://www.fnai.org/FlForever.cfm. Note that 

the 2009 SHCAs constitute a significant revision of the original SHCAs published in 1994 which identified approximately 4 million 

acres for 30 focal vertebrate species.  For more information: http://research.myfwc.com/features/view_article.asp?id=29815.   

  Total Acres Protected Remaining 

Priority 1        1,455,780  874,047 581,733 

Priority 2      11,617,872  7,821,927 3,795,945 

Priority 3        4,191,230  839,255 3,351,976 

Priority 4             81,631  24,475 57,156 

Priority 5        1,138,911  103,848 1,035,063 

Total 18,485,425 9,663,552 8,821,873 

    B1: Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas 1994
a
   

Total 4,037,580 725,820 3,311,760 

 

The information displayed on this map was developed or provided to address specific 

performance measures of the Florida Forever program.  The data may not be appropriate 

for general use, and are not intended for use in a regulatory decision making process. 
May 2010 

http://www.fnai.org/FlForever.cfm
http://research.myfwc.com/features/view_article.asp?id=29815
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Rare Species Habitat Conservation Priorities 

 

 

Primary Source: Florida Natural Areas Inventory 

Description:  The Rare Species Habitat Conservation Priorities data layer includes occurrence-based habitat for 248 species with a 

high conservation need including plants, invertebrates, and vertebrates.  Individual species maps are weighted according to 

conservation need and overlaid to reflect values for both rarity and richness.  The final layer prioritizes places on the landscape 

that would protect both the greatest number of rare species and those species with the greatest conservation need.   For more 

information see the Conservation Needs Assessment Technical Report:  http://www.fnai.org/FlForever.cfm.  

 

  Total Acres Protected Remaining 

Priority 1           430,824  171,018 259,806 

Priority 2           876,645  483,396 393,249 

Priority 3        4,638,086  2,268,495 2,369,591 

Priority 4        4,841,459  2,173,791 2,667,668 

Priority 5        4,500,731  1,937,344 2,563,388 

Priority 6        1,654,831  467,252 1,187,579 

Total 16,942,576 7,501,296 9,441,280 

 

The information displayed on this map was developed or provided to address specific 

performance measures of the Florida Forever program.  The data may not be appropriate 

for general use, and are not intended for use in a regulatory decision making process. 

May 2010 

http://www.fnai.org/FlForever.cfm
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Landscape Linkages 

 

 

Primary Source: University of Florida; FDEP/Office of Greenways and Trails 

Description:  Landscape Linkages is represented by the Ecological Greenways Network, a statewide system of landscape hubs, 

linkages, and conservation corridors.  Prioritization is based on factors such as importance for wide-ranging species, importance 

for maintaining a connected reserve network, and riparian corridors.  Critical Linkages are considered most important for 

completing a statewide ecological network of public and private conservation lands.  For more information:  

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/network/network.htm  

  Total Acres Protected Remaining 

Priority 1 Critical Linkages        8,148,894  5,999,204 2,149,690 

Priority 2 Critical Linkages        2,310,582  1,311,807 998,775 

Priority 1        1,386,845  436,122 950,723 

Priority 2        2,525,845  676,773 1,849,072 

Priority 3        1,237,231  293,521 943,710 

Priority 4        1,028,506  222,924 805,582 

Priority 5        1,165,315  240,256 925,059 

Priority 6        4,078,041  661,510 3,416,531 

Total 21,881,259 9,842,117 12,039,142 

 

The information displayed on this map was developed or provided to address specific 

performance measures of the Florida Forever program.  The data may not be appropriate 

for general use, and are not intended for use in a regulatory decision making process. 

May 2010 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/network/network.htm

